
Volunteering with Child’s Dream in Siem Reap 
 
Thinking about my stay as a volunteer at the Child’s Dream office in Cambodia brings 

back very fond memories of this 
beautiful country and its friendly people. 
My job as an English teacher in the 
office was very challenging but also 
rewarding. My pupils would drive me 
crazy with their lack of discipline but their 
enthusiasm for some tasks and their 
incredible cheerfulness always made me 
forgive and forget any unpleasant 
moments instantly.  I had never before 
worked in an office surrounded by so 
much laughter. 
Unfortunately the language barrier 

proved to be a problem when taking over certain tasks because Khmer was still the 
main language spoken in the office at 
that time. I could join and support the 
programme managers on their trips to 
the villages and these could be quite 
adventurous depending on the road 
conditions. Meeting the country people 
was interesting and often good fun but 
upon returning to the tourist town 
overflowing with five-star hotels and 
spas often made me feel very angry and 
dejected. I was also involved in the 
process of networking with other NGOs 
in order to establish possible 
collaborations. I met both with solely Khmer organizations as well as with institutions 

headed by foreigners. It’s quite amazing 
how many organizations actually work in 
Cambodia and some of them have 
brilliant ideas and projects. What also 
impressed me very much was the visit 
by a group of Taiwanese dentists that 
flew in from Taipeh for just a few days 
bringing their full mobile equipment and 
medication plus a huge amount of 
clothes. They worked through several 
villages in an incredibly short time 
checking and extracting innumerable 
teeth. Their motivation was enormous 

but so was their use of resources. 
 
I had a very rewarding time in Cambodia and I hope I will be able to visit this 
wonderful country again someday. 
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